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Chap. 348. BEES. Sec. 1. 
CHAPTER 348. 
The Bees Act. 
PART I. 
1. Decs living :n a state of freedom shall be the property of 
the person discovering them, whether he is or is not the pro-
prietor of the land on which they have established themselves. 
R.S.O. 1927, c. 314, s. 1. 
2. Decs reared and kept m hives shall be private property. 
R.S.O. 1927, c. 314, s. 2. 
(NoTe-As to exemption from sei:wre under executio•t see 
The Exec11tio11 Act, Rev. Stat. c. r25.) 
3.-( 1) \Vhere a swarm of bees leaves a hive the owner 
may reclaim them, so long as he can prove his right of pro-
perty therein, and shall be entitled to tnke possession of them 
at any place on which the swarm settles, even if such place be 
on the land oi another person, but the owner shall notify the 
proprietor of such land beforehand and compensate him for 
all damages. 
(2) If a swarm settles in a hiYe which is already occupied 
the owne1· of such swarm shall lose all right of property 
therein. R.S.O. 192i, c. 314, s. 3. 
4. An unpursued swarm which lodges on any pro?erty, 
without settling thereon, may be secured by the first comer 
unless the proprietor of the land objects. R.S.O. 1927, c. 314, 
s. 4. 
5. If the owner of a swarm declines to follow the swarm, 
and another person undertakes the pursuit, such other person 
shall be substituted in the rights of the owner, and every 
swarm which is not followed shall become the property of the 
proprietor of the 1and on which it settles, without regard to 
the place from which it has come. R.S.O. 1927, c. 314, ~. 5. 
6.-( 1) No person in spraying or sprinkling fruit trees 
during the period within which such trees arc in full bloom 
shall use any mixture containing Paris green or any other 
poisonous substance injurious to bees. 
Sec. 9 (2). BEES. Chap. 348. 4299 
(2) Any person contraYening the provisions of this section Penalties. 
shall incur a penalty of not less than $5 and not mor~ than 
$25. R.S.O. 1927, c. 314, s. 6. 
PART II. 
7.-( 1) The Lieutenant-GoYernor in Council upon the re-Appoint-
commendation of the l\linister of Agriculture may from time ~~~~cr;rs 
to time appoint one or more inspectors of apiaries to en force ot apiaries. 
this Act. 
(2) The inspector shall. if so required, produce the certifi- Pro<!-ucing 
f 1 
. . . . . h certificate. 
cate o us appomtment on entenng upon any premtscs tn t e 
discharge of his duties. 
(3) The remuneration to be paid to an inspector under this Remuncra.-
Act shall be determined bv order of the Lieutenant-GoYernor tlon. 
in Council, and shall be p~yable out of any sum appropriated 
by this Legislature for the eniorcement of this Act. R.S.O. 
1927, c. 314, s. 7. 
8 .-( 1) Every person keeping bees in the Province of On- Certificate 
. h II . b - I "0 I d f ~ 'I . of reglstra-tano s a on or etore t 1e " t 1 ay o .npn tn e,·ery year uon. 
apply to the :Minister of Agriculture in writing, signed by the 
-applicant, for a certificate of registration. 
(2) The application shall be in such fonn as may be pre- Form or 
scribed by the regulations and shall be accompanied by the appllcatlcn. 
prescribed fee for registration. 
· Application 
(3) EYery application shall be addressed to the Provincial to be ad-
A . . 0 . \ . I I C II G I h dressed to ptanst, ntano .: gncu tura o ege, ue p . Provincial 
Apiarist. 
( 4) \Vhere a person commences keeping bees after the 30th Application 
day of April in am· year he shall apply for a certificate of for reglstra-. . ' • tlon after 
registration as hereinbefore provided within ten days after 30th Aprn. 
coming into possession of the bees. 
( 5) Every person keeping bees who neglects or refuses to Penalty. 
comply with the provisions of this section shall incur a penalty 
of not less than $5 nor more than $10 and costs. R.S.O. 1927, 
c. 314, s. 8. 
9 .-( 1) The inspector shall, whenever so directed by the Duties ot 
, ... · · · I 1· · 0 · d · · lnspectora .v.11mster, vtstt any oca tty m ntano an cxamme any aptary · 
to which the Minister directs him, for the purpose of ascer-
taining if any infectious or contagious disease of bees exists in 
such apiary. R.S.O. 1927, c. 314, s. 9 (1). 
(2) If the inspector finds that foul brood exists in a virulent Destruc-
1. I . d' I d b fi II tlon where or rna tgnant type 1e may tmme tate y estroy y re a disease 



















Chap. 348. BEES. Sec. 9 (2). 
by them and the contents of such hives and all tainted appur-
tenanc.es that cannot be disinfected. 1931, c. 65, s. 2. 
( 3) Where the inspector, who shall be the sole judge there-
of, finds that an infectious or contagious disease, not being 
foul brood of a virulent or malignant type, exists among the 
bees he shall give notice in writing to the bee-keeper instructing 
him as to the treatment of such disease and stating the time 
within which such treatment shall be given, and if at the ex-
piration of such time the diseased colonies have not been 
treated by the bee-keeper in accordance with the notice, the 
same may be treated by the inspector, and the bee-keeper shall 
be liable to the inspector for all expenses incurred in such 
treatment. R.S.O. 1927, c. 314, s. 9 (3). 
10. The inspector may order the owner or possessor of 
any bees dwelling in box or immovable frame hives to transfer 
them to movable frame hives within a specified time, and in 
default the inspector may destroy or order the destruction of 
such hives and the bees dwelling therein. R.S.O. 1927, c. 314, 
s. 10. 
11. For the better prevention of foul brood, the Lieuten-
ant-Governor in Council may, on the recommendation of the 
Minister, declare a quarantine of bees at any point within the 
Province and may fix the duration of such quarantine and all 
other conditions in connection therewith, and any inspector 
appointed under this Act shall have full authority to inspect 
bees in such quarantine when directed so to do by the Minister. 
R.S.O. 1927, c. 314, s. 11. 
12.-( 1) The owner or possessor of an apiary shall not 
sell, barter, give away or remove from the premises any bees or 
used apiary appliances or apparatus until he has secured a 
permit from the Provincial Apiarist that such bees, used apiary 
appliances or apparatus have been properly disinfected and are 
free from disease. R.S.O. 1927, c. 314. s. 12 (I); 1931, c. 65, 
s. 3. 
(2) Bees or used apiary appliances or apparatus shall not 
be imported into Ontario from any other province in Canada 
or from any state in the United States of America unless ac-
companied by a certificate from a provincial or state officer 
certifying that such bees, used apiary appliances or apparatus 
are free from any infectious or contagious disease, but this 
shall not apply to the importation into Ontario of bees apart 
from combs. 
(3) Every person who contravenes the provisions <>f this 
section shall be guilty of an offence and shall incur a penalty 
Sec. 17. BEES. Chap. 348. 
of not less than $50 nor more than $100. R.S.O. 1927, c. 314, 
s. 12 (2, 3). 
4301 
13. Any person whose bees haYe been destroyed or treated Selllngd 
. lnfecte 
for foul brood who sells or offers for sale any bees, h1ves or bees. etc.-
appurtenances .of any kind after such destruction or treatment ~;fe~~~nl 
and before receiving a permit from the Provincial Apiarist so things. 
to do. or who exposes in his bee-yard, or elsewhere, any in-
fected comb honey or other infected thing, or conceals the fact 
that such disease exists among his bees shall incur a penalty of 
not less than $20 or more than $50, or he may be imprisoned 
for a term not exceeding two months. R.S.O. 1927, c. 314, 
s. 13; 1931, c. 65, s. 4. 
14. Any owner or possessor of bees who refuses to allow Penalty cor 
h · f 1 · be h · · h' h obMructlng t e mspector to ree y examme es or t e premtses m w IC Inspector. 
they are kept, or who refuses to destroy the infected bees and 
appurtenances or to permit them to be destroyed when so di-
rected by the inspector. shall, on the complaint of the inspector, 
incur a penalty of not less than $25 or more than $50 for the 
first offence, and not less than $50 or more than $100 for the 
second and any subsequent offence, and the convicting justice 
shall by the conviction order such owner or possessor forthwith 
to carry out the directions o: the inspector. R.S.O. 1927, 
c. 314, s. 14. 
15. \Vhere such owner or possessor of bees offers resist- Employ-
b h 
. . . h ment ot 
ance to or o structs t e mspector, a JUStlce of t e peace may. speclal 
th I · £ h · ffi · b constables. upon e comp amt o t e mspector, cause a su ctent num er 
of special constables to be sworn in who shall, under the direc-
tions of the inspector, proceed to the premises of such O\vner 
or possessor and assist the inspector to seize all the diseased 
colonies and infected appurtenances and burn them forthwith, 
and if necessa.ry the inspector or constables may arrest the 
owner or possessor and bring him before a justice of the peace 
to be dealt with according to the pro\·isions of section 14. 
1931, c. 65, s. 5. 
16. Before proceeding against any person before a justice Infonnlng 
· ol'!ender ot of the peact: the mspt:ctor shall read over to such person the provisions 
provisions of this Act or shall cause a copy thereof to be de- ot Act. 
livered to him. R.S.O. 1927, c. 314, s. 16. 
17. Every owner or possessor of bees and any other person Duty to 
who is aware of the existence of foul brood either in his own ~f1~fiter. 
apiary or elsewhere shall immediately notify the 11inister of 
the existence of such disease and in default of so doing shall 
incur a penalty of $5. R.S.O. 1927, c. 314, s. 17. 
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Chap. 348. BEES. Sec. 18. 
18. Each inspector shall report to the :Minister as to the 
inspection of any apiary in such form and manner as the Min-
ister may direct, and all reports shall be filed in the Department 
of Agriculture and shall be made public as the Minister ~ay 
direct or upon order of the Assembly. R.S.O. 1927, c. 314, 
s. 18. 
19. The Minister of Agriculture, with the approval of the 
Lieutenant-Governor in Council, may make regulations,-
( a) prescribing the form of application for regi~tration; 
(b) for fixing the fees to be paid for registration and 
upon a certitficate of registration; 
(c) for the registration of bee-keepers and prescribing 
the form of the register and the particulars to be 
entered therein; 
(d) for requiring bee-keepers to make such returns and 
to furnish such information to the Departr.1ent as 
may be deemed necessary or desirable; 
(c) generally for the better carrying out of the provi-
sions of this Act. R.S.O. 1927, c. 314, s. 19. 
20. The Summary Convictio11s Act shall apply to all pros-
ecutions for offences against this Act. R.S.O. 1927, c. 314, 
s. 20. 
